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v\' LNS INTERVIEW. 


FRENCH JOURNALIST SPEAKS OUT ON LAOS 
B\ 1.1 BL RATION News Service 
[\0 i 1- 10 EDITORS. We know this is very long, but 
we think it s one of the most colorful and com- 
prehensive reports on the new war in Laos that 
we’ve seen 'l hanks to KPFA in Berkeley for pro- 

viding the tape of this interview.] 

■*.+.+ 

[Editor's Note' Jacques DeCornoy has 
travelled extensively throughout Southeast Asia 
reporting for Le Monde, LNS recently interviewed 
iiim in Berkeley ] 

-*- + + 

LNS. When were you in Laos? 

JDC. I was in Laos in 1968. twice in the 
right-wing part once in the communist section*, 

I went back to Hanoi the very day that Johnson 
announced that he would stop the bombing of Hanoi, 
so it was very interesting, I spent 10 days 
under the bombing of Laos, uf course, he had not 
announced that he would stop the bombing of Laos* 

Just before 1 left Hanoi to go to the Pathet 
Lao zones, we had one of the worst bombings of 
Hanoi About half a mile from my hotel they 
destroyed a rice husking plant very close to 
the river They missed it the first time, they 
got it the second time. The whole plant was 
entirely destroyed. And they wanted it u They 
.mow what the North Vietnamese were doing there. 
They knew it was not a military target and they 
got it with bombs and rockets. 

1 cabled it immediately to Paris, and it 
was published the same day. An American colleague 
of mine, a correspondent m Paris, sent an 
article from Paris quoting my article and his 
editor-in-chief had some troubles with the State 
Department. They called him on the phone and 
said that this report could not be true. Of 
course it was true. It was very annoying for the 
White House to have a non - communist journalist 
on the spot de<:ribing what happened -- the very 
dav of Johnson* s .mnounceincn t * showing that 
tlvv wanted to destro> civilian targets. 

DNS. Ar ' ts.'.y bombing all over in Laos, 
pr km a!;*ng the Ho chi M i nil trail' 5 
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JDC: I have not been on the Ho Chi Minh 

trail at all.. I was in the Sem Neua province, 
through which there is not such a trail,, and 
when I was there in March of 1968 we were con- 
stantly bombed., I remember one day being either 
attacked or overflown by U- S, planes every 30 
minutes- The landscape really looks like the 
moon. It also looks like the southern part 
of North Vietnam and some provinces of South 
Vietnam* Sem Neua is very close to North Vietnam, 
northeast of the Plain of Jars and Vientiane. 

LNS: What was the purpose of the bombing? 

JDC: I wish I knew* I personally think 

(and I wrote it) that the bombing aims not at 
destroying the North Vietnamese forces in transit 
through Laos or the forces based in Laos, but aims 
at destroying the Pathet Lao infrastructure. For 
instance, I was in what was the city of Sem 
Neau -- it has been entirely destroyed. And I 
could see -- because they had not exploded 
lots of anti-personnel bombs. Now it is obvious 
that those anti-personnel bombs were aimed at 
killing people and I guess not only Pathet Lao 
soldiers, but also civilians. And there are 
civilians that have been killed. All the civilians 
have had to leave the city. They now live in 
the woods or in caves a few miles from Sem Neua 
where absolutely everything has been destroyed. 

All the villages I saw in the province of Sem Neua 
except two have been destroyed. All be peasants* 
houses have been destroyed, all the bridges 
have been destroyed, all the roads have been 
bombed, 

It B s very hard to drive in this region, 
not only because it f s dangerous, but because 
there aren’t any roads any more. You have got 
to drive from crater to crater and it's quite 
dangerous . 

LNS; What about the massive displacement 
of people? It seems that the U,S, is clearing 
people out, 

JDC: Yes, there is the same process that 

they do in South Vietnam. Some American right 
wing political scientist wrote one day that 
actually it was not bad because it accelerates 
the natural process of urbanization. I think 
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Herman Kahn wrote it. Now it is obvious to me 
that in Laos there are hundreds of thousands of 
refugees . Those people had to leave their 
villages sold their land because they couldn't 
cultivate their land any more, because the 
buffalos had been killed, and because they were 
too afraid of the bombs. They are now living in 
camps in the valley of the Mekong. 

Now the official propaganda in Vientiane 
says that thev hate communism and they are ready 
to fight for the free world --so why don't they 
fight? Actually they live in their camps and 
they don't join the Royal armed forces. If they 
were that much anti -communist , and that much anti- 
North Vietnamese and that much anti-Pathet Lao, 

I guess they would ask for rifles and go and 
fight, but they don't. They are just waiting 
for the end of the war to go back to their land. 

LNS : Do you know what the situation is with 

the CIA-trained Meo tribesmen around the Plain 
of Jars, and the so-called mercenary army? 

JDC : I could see m the province of Sem 

Neua that lots of Meos are working together with 
the Pathet Lao and belong to the Pathet Lao. 

For instance, when you go to a certain cave 
that is hidden not too far from Sem Neua you find 
the school where they tram their teachers. 

Lots of the students are Meo women and men. 

It is true that there are Meos with the 
Royal Laotian forces- For instance, in Pati which 
is about 30 kilometers west of Sem Neua, there 
were Meos with U.S officers and Japanese, Thai 
and maybe Filippino mercenaries. It was a kind 
of U.S. and Meo outpost right in the middle of 
Pathet Lao-controlled territory. 

At the beginning of 1968 Pati was taken 
over by the communist forces. Several Americans 
and Asian mercenaries were killed and the 
helicopters and radar system were destroyed. It 
was a civil defeat for the U.S. radar network 
in Southeast Asia because the radars that had 
been put on the hill in Pati helped the U.S. 
planes that went to bomb North Vietnam. They 
missed thos< ra- ars badly afterwards. 

LNS: Whv is the U.S. interested in Northern 

Laos? 

JDC: Well, as I said before, I think that 
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thev are mostly interested m destroying the 
Lao left. That's what they are trying to do, I 
would even say that they are trying to physically 
destroy the Pathet Lao leadership. I met 
Prince Souphanouvong, the President of the Central 
Committee of the Pathet Lao m a big cave, This 
cave is surrounded by craters -- everywhere 
craters. And the Americans must know where the 
Central Committee meets. It cannot be a secret. 

And they are trying to kill those people They 
didn't succeed yet, but they are obviously trying 
to destroy the political infrastructure. 

The territory controlled by the Pathet Lao is 
so large --it goes from Cambodia to China -- and 
it's so difficult to travel because of the 
mountains and the jungles and so on, that bombing 
disrupts the Pathet Lao communications a lot, 

And in a way, the U S. has succeeded, because 
the Pathet Lao economy has suffered a lot from 
the bombing. The people are very poor. 1 was 
amazed by their lack of books, of drugs, of 
pencils -- they've just got nothing. It's terrible 

LNS: Is it true that there axe a lot of 

North Vietnamese in the area? 

JDC: Well it is true that there are North 

Vietnamese, but I don't know how many there axe, 

A few weeks ago the U.S, embassy said there were SO ,000 
North Vietnamese troops and suddenly President 
Nixon said that there were 67,000, I don't know 
how they got their figures. There is one thing 
I'm sure of -- the more the US. bombs the Pathet 
Lao zones, the more pro-communist peasants are 
scared of the bombing and are obliged to flee 
down to the Mekong vallev, the more the Pathet 
Lao will require military aid from the North 
Vietnamese -- because they need men. 

It reminds me of what happened m South 
Vietnam before the landing of the Marines in Da 
Nang m July 1965. There were very few North 
Vietnamese troops m South Vietnam. But as the 
American expeditionary corps grew and grew in 
South Vietnam to more than half a million, it 
was obvious that the NLF needed troops from the 
north; and the same process might happen for the 
Pathet Lao The more the Americans bomb the 
Pathet Lao zones, the more the Pathet Lao will 
need foreign troops . 
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So I think it is not very honest to say that 
the North Vietnamese have agressed against Laos. 

I think it would be more honest to say that the 
Pathet Lao has had to ask the North Vietnamese 
for more aid because the American intervention has 
grown bigger and bigger as time has gone on. 

LNS: Couid you say what the political 

structure of the Pathet Lao is like? Do they 
have a government, like the NLF? You mentioned 
a Central Committee 

JDC: No, they don’t have a government like 

the NLF, and 1 don’t think that they want that 
now, No, there is just the one organization, 
the Pathet Lao, with the Central Committee, and 
actually it works like a government of its own. 

Of course they said that they want to one day or 
another come back into a national union govern- 
ment but they won’t do it now They administer 
their zones just like an independent government, 
They’ve got their own ministries - 

For instance, they started in 1967 or 1968, 

1 don’t remember exactly, a kind of five-year 
plan to develop their regions 

There is another movement, that’s the neutral- 
ist movement, which 1 think doesn’t have any real 
economy Those people used to belong to the 
neutralist movement and have split. Part of it 
is now on the U S side -- it cannot be called 
a neutralist movement any more; the other part 
of it fights together with the Pathet Lao, and 
cannot be called a neutralist movement. In my 
opinion, in Laos there are two movements -- 

there is a reactionary movement backed by the 

U.S. and there is a ^ommunist movement, the 
Patiiet Lao and its friends -- that’s all. 

This is, I think, the end of any middle-of-the- 
road movement And what’s true of Laos is true 
o; South Vietnam And what's true of South 
Vietnam I think will be true of Cambodia pretty 
soon. The people don't have any choice- You are 
on one side or the other You can’t be in the 
middle ot the road any more If you want to be -- 
and there are people who wanted to be in Saigon -- 
you are put in jail or you are forced to go into 
exile m Paris or somewhere else Look at the 


now m Saigon. Look at the Buddhist monks. 

You must go to the jungle, abroad, or join the 
right-wing forces -- there is no free middle- 
of-the-road position any more. It’s impossible. 

LNS: What does the Pathet Lao structure 

look like at the village level? 

JDC: Well, it's hard to say, because as 

I said, most of the villages have been destroyed -- 
and so has the organization. But in the few 
villages m which I lived and which have not been 
bombed, they’ve got a People's Committee at the 
head of the village, and several commissions -- 
one for the battlefields, one for the buffalos, 
one for health and education, that’s all. 

They’ve got, of course, their political commissar, 
one from the Central Committee. When I travelled 
throughout the country there was one political 
commissar with me who was very fluent in French -- 
he had studied in France -- and he was with me 
not only to help me understand what the people 
said; he was also with me to indoctrinate the 
people, and he told me so. Every now and then 
he left me and said, "Well, now I've got a 
meeting with such-and-such section of the village, 
I've got to explain to them what we are doing at 
the Central Committee," and he left me and he came 
back an hour later after he talked to the people, 

LNS: In the areas where the villages have 

been bombed, what kind of organization do they 
have -- or have they all been dispersed? 

JDC: Yes, they have been dispersed into 

caves. If they don’t live in caves, they live 
in miserable huts in the woods, and just like in 
North Vietnam, they've got shelters all around. 

As soon as they hear the jets they go down into 
the shelters and wait , It disturbs everything, 
because when the planes come every SO minutes or 
every hour you cannot seriously work 

LNS: Is it still going on now? 

JDC: It is. And you never knew, at least 

in 1968, when you were in the Pathet Lao zones, 
whether the planes came for you or were just flying 
over you to go to bomb North Vietnam. You had 
to go down to the shelter and stop your work. 

You had to 


student leaders that arc heiniz arrested right 
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Well yes they do, yes, but they have bombed 
everything. 

LNS : Don't they have a c a nopy of jungle 

foliage to protect them? 

JDC: Yes, and it's safe as long as the 

Americans only use anti-personnel bombs, but 
what can you do against B-S2s? 

LNS: Is this what we call saturation bomb- 

ing here, where they go very high and then drop 
bombs without any regard for where they land? 

JDC: Well, in South Vietnam it's saturation 

bombing -- I don't know in Laos. From what I've 
seen in Sem Neua, it's a combination of saturation 
bombing and a specific attack on anything that 
moves. It's horrible, I know, but that's what 
happens. By the way I must say that for the 
first time a few months ago an American politician 
asked the White House this question. It was 
Senator Albert Gore: "Aren't we actually in- 

tervening in Laos against the Pathet Lao and 
not against the North Vietnamese?" At least 
the question has been raised in Washington. I 
think it's a good question to ask. I don't know 
if he got any answer. 

LNS: There were reports recently that the 

government of Thailand sent troops into Laos to 
help the Royal Laotians. Has this been going 
on for a long time? 

JDC: Yes. There have been some Thai 

artillery groups fighting for a long time in 
Laos, and last year it was reported that Thai 
soldiers were dressed with Royal Lao uniforms 
and fought in the sourthern part of Laos. This 
wasn't confirmed, but it wasn't denied either. 

It is true, there are more and more Thai con- 
nections between the right-wing military leaders 
in Vientiane and the military establishment of 
Bangkok. And if things go on there as they 
have been going on for two or three years 
Vientiane will become a kind of suburb of 
Bangkok and the American bases of Thailand -- 
which lots of Laos don't like, even right-wing 
people . 

I remember, I think it was in 1968, one of 
the toughest right-wing Lao leaders was seen in 
Vientiane in the armed forces narade together. 
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not with his wife, but with Miss Thailand. And 
a few days later young lieutenants and captains, 
right-wing people, but nationalists, put out a 
pamphlet against him and this Miss Thailand, 
saying, "We are Laos and we are in Laos --we 
don't want to become slaves of this big and wealthy 
pro-American Thailand." Now those people didn't 
join the Pathet Lao ranks. Still, for the first 
time maybe, they understood where this pro- 
American policy of Vientiane might lead their 
country. That is, the total destruction not only 
of their country, but also of the values of their 
country. That is what they don't want, even if 
they are right-wing people. 

But the general doesn't care. He just wants 
to make money. Everybody knows, for instance, 
that the commander -in -chief of the right-wing 
forces is at the head of the opium trade between 
Saigon and Vientiane and Bangkok. He never 
goes to the battlefield. You can usually see him 
in the afternoon in a Vientiane bar. 

LNS: Several returned or ex-U.S. servicemen 

have said that U.S. military and Air America 
flights fly gold bricks into Laos which are in 
turn traded for opium produced by the Meo tribes- 
men, and that the opium eventually winds up in 
the United States and France. Can you tell us 
about that? 

JDC: Well, I really don't know much about it. 

All I know is that there are planes that take 
off from Vientiane and fly to South Vietnam with 
opium and gold, I know one thing --it was 
very funny -- I was in Vientiane during the Tet 
offensive in South Vietnam, and a few people at 
least were very much annoyed at this Tet offensive 
in Vietnam, not because it was a military victory 
for the communists -- they didn't care at all -- 
but because the airport at Saigon was closed, 
and the planes that usually bring gold and opium 
from Laos to Saigon couldn't land there any 
more, and they were losing money. I met one of 
those gold traders, and he told it to me very 
frankly . 

LNS: Can you describe the circumstances 

around which the Pathet Lao left the coalition 
government back in 1963? There's been a lot of 
discussion in the community here that t he CIA 

. . .more . , 
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had something to do with some assassinat ions . 

Is that correct.'' 

JDC: 1 think in 196i one member of the 

coalition government was assassinated in front 
of his house in Vientiane He was a left-wing 
neutralist Other members of the left-wing 
neutralist movement were killed later on. And 
then you had the right-wing coups and so on. It 
was absolutely impossible for the left -- whether 
Marxist left or non -Marxist left, to work in 
Vientiane any more. 

Officially this man was killed by one of his 
soldiers. Nobody has ever explained why the 
soldier killed him r He might have been paid by 
some right-wing movement, 1 guess he was. Now 
whether he was paid by some US. agency I don’t 
know. We will never know I guess- But 1 don’t 
think it’s very important. What I can say is 
that he was a left-wing neutralist and his 
daughter, whom I know, has joined the Pathet Lao, 
And this is another example of what I have said -- 
you cannot be in the middle of the road- This 
family tried to be honestly neutralist m 
Vientiane. The father was killed, and the 
family joined the Pathet Lao, They had no other 
choice. Now the daughter, after some studies m 
France and then in Moscow -- she is an engineer -- 
lives in a cave very close to Sem Neua . That’s 
where I met her- And the uncle, the brother of 
the assassinated minister, as far as I know, is 
the official doctor for the Central Committee 
of the Pathet Lao and he also lives m a cave. 

He is married to a French woman, by the way, who 
is now back with the children m France because 
it’s very hard to raise young children ±n caves. 
It’s really inhuman to 

Very few people know how those people live 
in caves. It’s really terrible, especially during 
the rainy season, because everything is humid 
You cannot bring the children out of the cave 
because of the bombing, so they lack sun , they 
lack food, they are white, the> are very un- 
healthy. Very few people know even m Vientiane 

There is something I want to say here m 
Vientiane 1 met a very >oung, a very brilliant 
American diplomat, graduated from one of the 

• 
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best American uiiin-^iiK-s He said to me once, 
"If we want a reu**y strong, rrte and democratic 
anti -common \ ~ t Laos to be built we must help 
the Laos to get rid oi their tr ado-t icnai 
cultural values, hrm^ them back to and 

then build a new nation ” And I’m really quoting 
And he said ^ "Before 1 was in Lacs 1 was m 
Africa, and their cultural values here are even 
worse than the cultural vaue^ or those Africans ” 
A few weeks attci . was m the Pathet Lao 
zones and i couid see how the Pathet Lac sticks 
to the Lao cultural values. 1 wouldn’t say 
they are against foreign culture -- there is 
no xenophobia among the Pathet Lao people, but 
they are very careful, and they always ten 
the Lao people -- suck to your own cultural 
values -- you are not Vietnamese, you are not 
Chinese, you aie not Thais, you are Laos And 
that's why I thmk they are going to win. It’s 
not because they have more guns than the right- 
wing forces. It’s because they stick to the 
cultural values ot the Lao people 

At the sarnie time y Li OCUi d nnd this American 
diplomat who wanted to get rid of their culture - 
I van unde rst and very weii why the Pathet Lao 
wants to get rid ; not of then own culture, but 
of the American diplomat: s. 

Maybe he was blind, that diplomat.- i don’t 
know, but he should have seen Vientiane, a city 
m which he was living and working 

Vientiane i5 becoming more and more a small 
Saigon or a smaii Bangkok - a mixture or 
prostitution, or corruption -- I mean really, it’s 
m chaos The young L*cs who live there are 
forgetting their heritage more and more -- they 
speak oroken English, they can apeak a few words 
of Trench -- it's really a nity to see them 
They don’t knew where t hey ga They try to 
forget about the war. but it V s - hard, because they 
have families on the other Siiie It's riot a 
new Laos that’s be j rig bUo.it in Vientiane It’s 
nothing 

L.Vj . l\hal Ii 1 ! ho j vaw 1 ..UxtUlai VaiuCS ? 

JDL i\c . * . i ill j I vjl a a (JO ^ 1 a i 1 S t uH L aU 

euxturc bat the \ * v i gat i In i / own philosophy 

w i nit , the, : own .■'an g . iIk, 1 1 own iegends, 

th. i,-.L O _U iv/i — fjJidXlil.La C_ i 1 J 1 t a w idlOJLbj-ul t h U i 
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Marxist or not, They f ve got their local values 
and they want to stick to them. Laos is an old 
kingdom, just like Cambodia is an old kingdom, 
and they don't want to become anything else but 
Laos, They don't want to become Western people. 

LNS: One of the things that you often hear 

about the Laotian people is that they are very 
reluctant to kill other people. Is that true? 

JDC: Well, they don't like battle, they 

don't like blood, that's true. But when the 
Pathet Lao have got to fight, they fight. They 
want the Americans to get out, and they won't 
forgive them. Really. I remember meeting peasants 
who had lost everything. I was very close to 
the city of Sem Neua and I met this old peasant 
woman who was about 60 or 70 years old. She had 
lost everything and all the members of her 
family. Everybody had been killed by the bombing. 
She said to me, "I don't even know where America 
is t " But her house, her buffalo, her family had 
been destroyed by American bombs. And she asked 
me, "What is America? Where is it? And why are 
they bombing us?" She didn't understand anything. 

And there is one man who said, "Before the 
Americans started to bomb us, I didn't clearly 
understand the Pathet Lao propaganda. Now I 
see what they meant." 

LNS: Are the Pathet Lao aware of the anti- 

war movement here in the U.S.? 

JDC: There is something I must tell you, 

because I think it has not been reported by the 
American press. For the first time, five or 
six weeks ago, the Pathet Lao in a comminique 
mentioned the American movement, asking the 
anti-war movement to put some pressure on the U.S. 
government so the U.S. government will stop the 
U.S, intervention against the Pathet Lao. I 
think it's a kind of sign. And it shows that 
for the first time (like the North Vietnamese 
did a few years ago) the Pathet Lao may start to 
make some contacts with Americans. 

-30- 
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A FAR WEST TOWN TURNS UP IN CHILE 

LIBERATION News Service/Prensa Latina 

SANTIAGO, Chile (LNS)-- The all-american cowboy 
has come to Chile. And with him comes Sioux Indians, 
saloons, saloon girls, and ammunition (unlimited) -- 
all part of the new "Far West Town" recently con- 
structed in the foothills of the Andes, outside 
Santiago, Chile. 

The town is real-- not an amusement park or 
waxworks-- with real live people in it (Chileans, 
naturally.) It took just under two years to build, 
and it includes a Classical western bank, saloon, 
stores, jail, and "sherriff's office." 

The city boasts a back room type saloon, whose 
waitresses are "cowgirls" selected from university 
women in need of funds to continue their studies. 

Some skeptics insist it is only a step from cowgirl 
to callgirl, especially since the only way back to 
town is by automobile, hardly a common possession 
among working students. 

This "Far West Town" is the fruit of the "pion- 
eering" imagination of Fernando Guzman, present re- 
gional manager for the southern part of Latin America 
of the "Compania Ecuatoriana de Avacion", and former 
executive in other important enterprises backed by 
U.S. capital. Under a Point IV scholarship of the 
U.S. foreign aid program, he studied Administration 
and Organization. 

Chile's "Far West Town" was inagurated on Dec. 5, 
1969. This juicy business operation has carte blanche 
from government authorities. Nobody, apparently, is 
concerned with the cultural influence it will exert 
on the children of Santiago. Guzman's summing up 
of this problem is that "if we had made it something 
Chilean, people wouldn't come." As for the children, 
he added that they couldn't be hurt any more than they 
are by the television they watch every day. 

Some of the most frequent visitors to the town 
are employees of the U.S. embassy in Santiago. They 
come to savor the "back home" atmosphere. 

Numerous citizens interviewed in "Far West Town' 

have revealed that they would have preferred "some- 
thing Chilean and not so expensive so that the' 
children could go along." 

- - 30- - 
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IV- F: 


AN LNS BOOK REVIEW 


[IV-F: A Guide to Draft Exemption: Medical, 
Psychiatric, Moral. By David Suttler. 171 pp. 
Grove Press . $1 .50] 

I V=F is not for guys who eagerly await 
their induction notices as invitations to get 
into the guts of the Army and create a memor- 
able case of indigestion. Nor is it for those 
few whose CO claims will be granted, nor for 
those who make their protest through non- 
cooperation, the courts, and jail. 

IV-F is for those guys who don't want 
to go, and who are looking for a practical 
way out. It isn’t the type of book you'd read 
for pleasure. But if you need it--if you’re 
faced with the draft and you don’t know what 
the hell you're going to do to escape--you' 11 
read IV-_F with the kind of fascination most 
Americans reserve for Valley of the Dolls . 

The author, David Suttler, is in excel- 
lent health. He is also IV-F. "No one," he 
writes, "is so healthy that he cannot be an 
Army medical reject." 

You cannot be drafted until you pass your 
physical, but the military does its best to 
make sure you don’t fail. It hides the infor- 
mation needed to prepare an unfitness claim 
under an impenetrable bureaucracy. 

IV-F liberates that information. It re- 
prints the Army's own list of causes for re- 
jection, (adding simple definitions for most of 
the medical terminology), tells what diseases 
are easiest to contract, which hangups are 
best to nurture, and gives precise instructions 


on how to claim an exemption. Not another 
useless outline of "rights and responsibili- 
ties/ 1 ' it is an accurate, complete, up-to- 
date guide to freedom. 

If you ever had any illusions that you 
could go to your physical unprepared and walk 
out draft-free, this book destroys them. You 
practically have to hop in on one leg and 
bring the remainder of the other as proof 
of amputation for the military medical exam- 
iners to discover the unfitness on their own 
initiative. As the book says, "You are more 
likely to win an exemption with a doctor's 
letter describing a disqualifying defect that 
does not exist, than with the condition and 
no report." 

IV-F is the first book to deal compre- 
hensively with all the ways to make yourself 
unacceptable as-cannon fodder. But it makes 
perhaps its most important contribution sim- 
ply by making generally available the official 
list of rejection criteria. 

"My god," someone said after looking over 
that list, "there are ten diseases of the eye - 
lid that'll keep you out of the Army." Obscene 
tattoos, severely ingrown toenails, hemorrhoids 
and Peyronie's disease (painful erection) will 
also keep you out of uniform. Under the Selec- 
tive Service Act, a man who has any of the lis- 
ted ailments (there are over 400) cannot be 
drafted . 

It is not even necessary to actually 
have a medical problem to get rejected. While 
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IV-F does not advocate deceit or duplicity to 
save your ass, it does provide a roster of dis- 
qualifying conditions which medical science 
is at a loss to verify (or unverify). It also 
explains how several people could obtain exemp- 
tions with the help of one unfit and cooperative 
friend--an illegal gambit no right-thinking 
American would ever consider, of course. 

IV-F also takes the worry out of freaking 
out for freedom by detailing useful psychiatric 
problems. One of the more interesting of these 
is acute fear of the draft: "The prospect of 
induction very commonly causes young men to 
suffer great anxiety and the feeling that their 
lives are being controlled by forces they cannot 
direct. Daydreams of self-destructive acts 
which would disqualify them for the Army (such 
as chopping off fingers or toes) are common. 

Some even think of suicide, while others plot 
elaborate and ill-conceived schemes for destroy- 
ing the government or blowing up the White 
House . M 

"As a public-spirited citizen," smiled the 
psychiatrist who described this syndrome, "I 
would object to the Army taking these guys. If 
I were a general, I’d worry about them giving 
aid and comfort to the enemy." 

The chapter discussing "moral"causes for 
rejection is amusing, but useful only for a 
limited group. The Army says it doesn’t want 
felons or subversives, but in fact takes most 
of them anyway. A man with a really fine 
string of offenses or a truly resourceful re- 
volutionary can, however, succeed in convin- 

LIBERATION News Sex 


cmg the warlords they'd be better off without 
him, Even if you can’t make the grade, it’s nice 
to savor the irony of the military having moral 
standards : 

"A man who murdered as a civilian is un- 
acceptable to the Army, which trains men to kill. 

A convicted arsonist cannot be inducted for ship- 
ment to Vietnam, where American soldiers burn vi- 
llages. In short, civilians whose demonstrated 
talents indicate the greatest potential are sum- 
marily rejected by the military," 

The problem with getting out as a subvers- 
ive, by the way, is that the Pentagon insists 
on the Attorney General’s red list as the sole 
standard of political acceptability, and that list 
hasn't been revised in years « Most of the dan- 
gerous organizations it names probably folded 
before we were born. 

In case you're worried that you really have 
to be seriously ill to make use of IV-F , that 
they’ll find out your migraine headaches aren’t 
really that bad, listen to what Col. William G. 
Peard, chief of medical standards, has to say: 

"Even when we suspect malingering, to prove it 
is very difficult. A registrant may play upon 
some defect which might be minor, and it’s al- 
most impossible for a physician to say he's lying " 

Investigat ions , according to the book, are 
virtually n e\/er made They don't even get back 
to the doctors to find out if they actually wrote 
the letters the guys present. "Because of its 
voracious appetite for soldiers,’ IV-F explains, 
"the Army is concerned with masses of men ra- 
ther than individuals. That some fit men escape 
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the draft disturbs the Army little. Far more 
upsetting to the military is that unfit ren 
are inducted and become the Army's responsibi- 
lity through the same flaws in the system." 

"By making it the registrant's respon- 
sibility to prove his defect," the book con- 
tinues, "the Army saves the time and expense 
of thorough physicals. But the use of this 
system makes the potential savings for the 
registrant even greater--two years of his 
life, and, if the war continues, perhaps the 
whole of it." 

-30- 

********************************************* 

WAR PROTEST IN 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 

By the Oneonta Collective 
LIBERATION News Service 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (LNS)--Two hundred peo- 
ple came to Woodrow Wilson Park in Birmingham 
on April 15 to demand an end to high taxes, 
war, racism and poverty. 

A spokesman for welfare recipients called 
for taking the $80 billion spent annually for 
war and using it to meet the needs of the peo- 
ple . 

Another speaker talked about America's 
bloody history, and about "the few white 
men who never stopped at anything in order to 
enrich themselves." 

The Rev. Richard Boone, Director of the 
Alabama Action Committee, told the crowd'that 
"the enemy of the exploited people in America 
is capitalism, not communism." 

And, sitting on a Civil War memorial 
below a Jefferson Davis quote--"The manner 
of their death aas the crowning glory of their 
lives"--, Frank Camper, a Vietnam veteran, 
told of the deaths he had witnessed in the war: 
"There was nothing glorious about the way my 
friends died; it was like a slaughter in the 
stockyards. This death is senseless ... al 1 we 
do is make a few corporations richer." 

The rally, co-sponsored by Birmingham 
Welfare Rights Clubs, the Young Workers Li- 


beraTion League, the National Democratic 
Party of Alabama, and tne Alabama Action 
Committee, followed picketing at local IRS offices 
by YWLL members and students from three Birmingham 
colleges . 

-30- 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RECESSION COMING: BUSINESS BOOMS 
By Lee Webb 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- Nixon's public rela- 
tions men are calling it an "economic pause," and a 
"rolling readjustment," but in English it's a full 
blown economic recession. 

Labor Dept, unemployment figures show jobless- 
ness for March at 4.4%, the highest since 1965, when 
U.S. "escalation" of the Vietnam war began. 

Lines at unemployment compensation offices in 
Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles, and Birmingham are 
spilling out onto the sidewalks. 3,700,000 Americans 
can't find jobs-- and that's one million more than 
just a year ago. 

A recession for workers happens to be a boom 
for business: corporations are planning an unprece- 
dented $83.6 billion investment in new' plant and 
equipment for 1970, a 10.6% jump from 1969. 

And Nixon's policies help businessmen in other 
ways: workers are less likely to demand big wage 
increases and less likely to back up their demands 
with a strike if there's an "army of unemployed" on 
the streets looking for work. 

Just how many men and women Nixon is prepared 
to throw out of work is still not known. A close 
friend of Nixon's, Pierre A. Rinfret, recently ad- 
mitted to the Senate Banking Committee that he ex- 
pected an unemployment rate of 5.5% by the end of 
1970. 

Perhaps a more accurate perspective comes from 
Dr. Charles C. Kil lingworth , a respected manpower 
economist at Michigan State. He told the House Select 
Subcommittee on Labor that predictions of a 6% job- 
less rate for next year were "optimistic." 

"If Milton Friedman (right wing economist at 
the University of Chicago) is right when he argues 
that we have virtually assured a recession by 
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excessivley prolonging the ’’tight money” policy, an 

unemployment rate of 7% or 8 % by mid 1971 would be 
well within the range of reasonable possibility,” 

Dr, Killmgworth said. 

- - 30- - 
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NEW HAVEN BUILDS FOR MAY 1 
by Karen Wald 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (LNS) --’’The whole world is 
watching New Haven” asserts a Panther Defense Com- 
mittee leaflet. Inside New Haven it certainly seem 
that way. 

Ten out of the 12 undergraduate colleges at 
Yale are on strike. A small group of white radicals 
--many of them former Yale students who dropped out 
to spend full time on Panther defense--set up lit- 
erature and information tables at the school post 
office and drug store, When Panthers David Hilliard 
and Emory Douglas were jailed on contempt, and 
Panther Capt, Doug Miranda outlined a concrete pro- 
gram for students, the Yale campus was galvanized 
into action. As demonstration plans coalesced, 
dormitories of liberated colleges offered housing 
and medical stations. A medical school meeting 
planning for the unwanted violence they expect 
from police on May 1 drew over 150 medical per- 
sonnel. Scores of committees have been formed to 
deal with logistics, sound, recruiting, housing, 
food, medical care, transportation and communication. 
Yale students have begun travelling to other schools 
and colleges to spread the word, encourage strikes 
and recruit people to attend the May Day rally. 

Yale president Kingman Brewster Jr. was wide- 
ly quoted in the press as having reaffirmed Yale’s 
commitment to "political neutrality.” But Brewster 
was more up-agamst-the-wall than that -- and what 
the press left out was the sentence that followed 
that statement: ”On the fundamental matter of the 
fact and feeling of justice in our community, how- 
ever, Yale cannot remain neutral.” In a desperate 
attempt at liberal cooptation, Brewster went on to 
assert that "none of us should be neutral in his 
commitment to the fail administration of justice, 


to the treatment of the defendants as human 
beings and not as objects to be used for political 
purposes, and to a continuance of the struggle for 
decency and justice for all.” 

The Yale Faculty Senate met April 23 and voted 
to endorse teach-ins on the trial the week of 
April 27-May 1 and to make teaching of classes 
that week voluntary -- that is, it’s ok for any 
teacher to call off classes. (Attendance at Yale 
is already voluntary, so the faculty wasn't in a 
position to decide on the attendance of the stu- 
dents o 

In the New Haven community, outside of Yale, 
pressure caused newly elected Mayor Bartholomew 
Guida to declare: "My responsibility is to main- 
tain to the extent humanly possible a climate in 
this community that is free from repression and 
violence, for the sake of the citizens of our 
community, for the sake of those who come to our 
community to peaceably protest and for the sake of 
those who are on trial.” 

Perhaps one of the factors which caused the 
Mayor to be concerned was that the high school stu- 
dents have turned out for the trial en masse. For 
several weeks high school kids have been cutting 
classes and showing up at the courthouse in defi- 
ance of a ban against demonstrations within 500 
feet of the building. They have been filling the 
corridors of the courthouse, trying to get into 
the trial. The week of April 21 they went out on 
strike, and picketed all around the city. 

The black community has strongly rallied be- 
hind the Panthers, and the United Front to Defend 
the Panthers, a black coalition, sponsored a 
press conference in which they presented a series 
of demands and announced the participation of 
Ralph Abernathy of SCLC in the May Day activities. 
For a long time police and press have tried to 
give the impression that the Panthers are an iso- 
lated group of freaked-out militants who do not 
relate to the community. Nothing could be further 
from the truth, and the black community knows 
this. Breakfast programs around the city feed 
hungry children hot meals before school, just as 
Panther programs do in numerous other cities. 
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Contacts have been made with local doctors to 
begin setting up a free medical clinic. 

In the all -black Ashmun Projects, where 
Panthers have recently set up another breakfast 
program, the Party is also talking with people 
about the problems of decent housing. Leaflets 
are spread through the black community encourag- 
ing people to set up community discussion groups 
to invite Panthers to come speak on a number of 
subjects and to outline the Panther program, as 
well as to discuss the trial. 

The result of this activity has been an in- 
crease in harassment busts of the Panthers -- 
and the black community has been hip to this, too. 
When a Panther shot and killed -- in self-defense 
-- a well-known dope pusher who had gotten many 
people of the black community strung out on smack, 
the police charged the Panther with murder, but 
the people knew he was protecting them and their 
children. The parents of one Panther were hassled 
by the FBI, and numerous threats have been made 
by patrolling pigs against Panther paper vendors 
as they passed by on the streets: "We’re gonna 
kill you, nigger." But the Panthers continue to 
distribute 8,000 papers every week. 

In addition to open pig harassment, someone 
has systematically been firebombing or starting 
arson fires in the black community, and if not 
done by the pigs themselves, at least has their 
tacit approval. When a home in the black Hill 
district began burning, neighbors ran up to a pa- 
trol car sitting on the comer. As they did, the 
car pulled away. It was half an hour beforethe 
fire engines came, and the house was totally 
destroyed . 

Neither the Panthers nor the black community 
have become intimidated, and their efforts to 
save the Panther brothers and sisters continue. 
Panthers from all parts of the country have come 
to New Haven. "We're not just here for the trial, 
we’re here to serve the community," explained 
Big Man, editor of the Black Panther Party news- 
paper. "That’s why the community is so involved in 
the struggle." Asked his opinion of the recent 
activities of the Vale students -- including 
their strike and the demands being made on the 
university, Big Man commented: "We feel it’s 


institution. On the Board of Trustees sits that 
great liberal image, John V. Lindsay -- the man re- 
sponsible for the persecution of the Panther 21 
and the New York Panthers, the man who wants to 
run for president, when he can’t even straighten 
out Brownsville, the man who is so devious about 
getting caught with blood on his hands." Big Man 
offered strong endorsement for those students who 
"jam" every liberal speaker when he tries to take the 
platform, as a group of Yale students did to Ted 
Kennedy when he tried to talk about ecology on 
April 22. Kennedy ignored repeated outbursts by 
the students, who wanted him to deal with the trial 
and repression of the Panthers. 

The original outraged response of many Pan- 
thers to the most recent incidents of repression, 
harassment, arrests and firebombings caused some 
people to speculate that the May 1 rally would be- 
come a bloody battleground. "We want to make it very 
clear," said Big Man, "that we do not endorse vio- 
lence, we do not seek violence, and we do not expect 
there to be violence. We are expecting a peaceful 
rally. We aren’t going to bring people here to in- 
stigate things. We all know that the violence in 
America is instigated by the pigs." Then, to make 
his point perfectly clear, he added: "Don’t be talk- 
ing no shit about bringing guns, cause we are not 
endorsing that." 

Peter Countryman, speaking for the white De- 
fense Committee, also told a press conference that 
he expected the rally to be peaceful. The Defense 
Committee has applied for a permit, which it ex- 
pects to receive. This is the first of a series of 
rallies, and they hope to build from this one -- 
not drive anyone away. 

The tentative plans for the May Day activities 
include speeches, films and rock groups at Yale 
from 1-3 pm Friday, with a mass political rally 
on The Green in downtown New Haven from 4-8. Rock 
bands will play on the Green before the rally and 
at Yale afterwards. Workshops will be held at Yale 
throughout the day on Saturday, May 2, with a sum- 
ming up rally from 4-7, again on the Green. 

People are encouraged to bring sleeping bags 
and money for food. And most of all, bring revo- 
lutionary spirit and dedication to see that the 
New Haven Panthers are set free! 


right on, Vale is a racist, corporate capitalist -30- 
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[Note to editors: the previous storv on \r.h IIAVliN 
BUILDS FOR MAY 1 con tains good background material 
even if it arrives too late for your deadline. 

This next story is timely; watch for continuing 
coverage of the New Haven demonstration and trial.] 

HIGH SHERIFF TAKES THE STAND 
by Karen Wald 
LIBERATION News Service 
NEW HAVEN, Conn. (LNSJ -- The Connecticut 
State Courthouse sits on one corner of The Green 
in downtown New Haven, its tall white columns ma- 
king it an imposing edifice. Marble statues and 
friezes adorn the outer walls -- statues the 
State paid $37,500 for at the start of this cen- 
tury . 

The statues include "The Heroics," three 
figures representing 1J Self-denial: a female 

figure holding reins m her hands, 2J Wisdom: 
a bearded man of "Grecian mein" (according to the 
descriptive sheet found inside the Clerk's office], 
holding a huge tome supposedly filled with know- 
ledge, and 3) Truth: another female, this one 

musing, with head bowed. 

The frieze shows the Goddess of Justice, 
seated on a Greek throne. She is flanked by 
"youth," symbolizing "Common Law," and by an 
"older Grecian male figure" symbolizing "Prece- 
dence" -- the real basis for law. The "outstand- 
ing figure" of the frieze, according to its chroni- 
cler, is a reclining, older man, teaching two 
youths the virtue of democracy. 

The entire building, modeled after the Par- 
thenon (says the chronicler] has such an "up- 
lifting effect" on those who cross The Green and 
are "inspired by its beauty" that it fully jus- 
tifies "aside from its practical purposes" the 
cost of $1,324,869.35 which was paid for it in 
1914. 

Once inside the courthouse, the visitor 
stands in a spacious, high-ceilmged hallway over- 
looked by two tiers of balconies, from which peer 
a large number of plain-clothed male and female 
sheriff’s deputies and state police. Uniformed 
officers fill the hallway outside Judge Mulvey’s 
chambers, to search the 23 spectators allowed in- 
to the courtroom, and to see that the place is kept 
quiet and order 

The courtroom itself is equally spacious, 
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paneled with wood and marhje, and it is unclear 
why more space is not allotted to seating for 
fhe People, whom the courtroom is supposed to serve 
But the spectators' section is a little cubby 
hole, added to one corner of the room almost as an 
afterthought, m which 23 chairs are placed. 

Since this space begins where most oi the rest 
of the courtroom ends, only those m the front 
seats can see the defense table or jury box to 
their left 

Into this scene, with wavering steps, entered 
the 73-year-old High Sheriff of New Haven County, 

J. Edward Slav in His gray -white huu is rapidly 
thinning, former muscle turned to paunch He 
must once have had a firm, square jaw, but he now 
speaks with a slight quaver in his voice- J. 

Edward Slavm has been the elected High Sheriff 
of New Haven County for 23 of the past 35 years. 
(There was a 12-year interval m which he travel- 
led around the country giving lectures on crime 
prevention, a subject on which he made a film for 
Columbia Pictures He supported himself during 
this time, he says, through a sporting goods 
store he owned, plus "franchises on hand-dryers.") 

"I kept myself busy," the sheriff explained. 

Slavin is elected by a Democratic constituency 
primarily from the all-white suburbs of New Haven. 
When Charles Garry asked the High Sheriff if he 
had ever discussed "the black vote" with a pros- 
pective Grand Juror whom Slavin knew as a Demo- 
cratic Town Chairman, Slavin replied, "No, 1 never 
had to." it is clear Slavin doesn’t depend on the 
black vote to get elected 

The shenfi was on the witness stand because 
Charles Garry wanted to use his testimony to back 
up the defense challenge to the Grand Jury Part 
of the political offense of eveiy trial run by 
Charles Garry is tiv' challenge to the entire struc- 
ture of the judicial system which is trying the 
Panthers and orhei movement people. The Grand 
Jury is invariably composed of white, elderly, 
wealthy "respect ah le ui t l lciis" who ate m no way 
the "poors" of th:: accused Generally, a judge 
simply chooses friend- acquaintance:; and well- 
known i ncs si ion 

in New Haven, tin urvunl Jum i ^ even more fia- 
k.ra nt K biased, tvJ i it. i hand picked \>y the Sheriff 

mu i c 
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hrmself, The Sheriff has two major blocks to 
* any claim to impartiality: 1) He is a politician 

who relates to a particular constituency, and 2) 

He is the man who spies on, surveils, arrests 
and shoots Panthers m New Haven 

The bias of policemen against Panthers is 
patently obvious -- and the sheriff is just a 
special kind of cop. A "ranking New York police- 
man" once told The New York Times that Charles 
Garry's contention that the Justice Department 
has "a policy of concerted activity with local 
police to harass any members of the Black Panther 
Party" was ridiculous. "That’s the silliest 
thing I've ever heard," he said "The police 
hardly need any encouragement to go after the 
Panthers , 

The Judge, perhaps out of concern for the 
elderly Sheriff, at first extensively blocked 
Garry's attempts at questioning him- He ruled 
that questions as to Slavin's past experience 
before becoming a sheriff were irrelevant: "He 

was elected -- that’s all that matters." He 
similarly blocked a question concerning Slavin's 
duties as sheriff. Garry pointed out that this 
information was relevant to show what the sheriff's 
qualifications to select a Grand Jury were, and 
that Slavin was "hardly an impartial hand." But 
the judge remained unconvinced 

But specific questions concerning the method 
of selecting the Jury were permitted, and for the 
rest of the day the court r ojm became a scene 
from a comedy as Garry's questioning led the She- 
riff into one incredible statement after another. 

Slavin explained that he chooses Jurors by 
going around to the various towns m his county, 
talking with people, seeing who wouid like to 
serve- They had to be electors, and "decent 
people , " 

"What standard do you use to determine 'de- 
cency,'" queried Garry 

"Well, a person who has a decent reputation 
m the community," responded the sheriff. 

"Who decides that?" 

"Well, I use my own judgment on that." 

When asked whether that meant, in practice, 
that he chose his cronies, Slavin said he didn't 
have any cronies 


"Well, friends," persisted Garry- 
"I don’t have any friends -- I'm a loner 
"you ha.e no friends at all? But you did 
get elected Sheriff 7 " 

The judge interjected: "1 always wondered 

how he got elected" And the courtroom broke up 
in gales of laughter . 

Later it was indicated that the "persons of 
decent reputation" were deputy sheriffs, who 
take care oi the sheriff's constituency m every 
district, and recommend to him as Jurors persons 
they know from the community. Those not recommend- 
ed by his deputies are persons known to the sheriff 
personally for 30-40 years. Not surprisingly, 
almost all of the Grand Jurors are white, over 
SO, well-established in the business community , 
or retired, registered Democrats (often active in 
the State or county Democratic machine), and re- 
sidents of the suburbs, especially Waterbury. 

None reside m New Haven city -- "I like to se- 
lect jurors from as far away from the scene of 
the crime as possible," explained the Sheriff. He 
later denied even knowing Bobby Seale was involved 
m the case, or anything else about it, when he 
selected the present Grand Jury, 

The one non-white on the Jury -- "He's a 
colored man," said the Sheriff -- is Harrison 
Sipes- Although the Sheriff said he has known 
Sipes for 35 years, he has never been to Sipes’ 
home, "I first met him at a Democratic Convention" 
said the sheriff. 

The only person under 40 is the 23-year-old 
son of a wealthy corporate lawyer, who wanted his 
son "to get some experience " The son is studying 
law and expects to enter his father's firm. 

* «• * 

Garry: How do >ou know Mr. Downs is respec- 
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G: On what basis did you choose Mr. Papakanosi s ' 
S: He's a Lithuanian. You know, we've got to mix 
it up . 

G: Lithuanian? His name sounds Greek. 

S: No, he's a Lith . 

* * A- 

G: How did you choose Mr. Gamm? 

S: His father's a lawyer -- 1 know the father -- 

my Deputy DiNapoli asked me to put him on to get 

some experience . 

■* ■* + 

G: How old is Gloria Davito? 

S: I don't know -- it's hard to tell a woman's 

age- 

Although much of the questioning produced 
comic results, the proceedings were actually very 
serious. One of the defense's chief contentions 
is that the New Haven Nine should never have 
been indicted, that the Grand Jury that indicted 
them m no way conformed to the requirements for 
an impartially-chosen jury of peers called for 
by the US Constitution. The Judge helped block 
the questions that would show this most clearly 
-- e g , when the Sheriff volunteered the mfor _ 
mat ion that he had met one of the jurors at an 
Elks meeting, and Garry tried to show by his ques 
tions that this was already evidence of racism on 
the part of both the juror and the Sheriff. 

G: Are you a member of the Elks? 

S : Yes, 1 am 

G: Isn't it true that the Elks exclude any member 
of the black race, by the constitution of the 
organi zation? 

State's attorney Markle objected that this 
was irrelevant, and the judge sustained the ob- 
jection. When the Sheriff-- who clearly had al- 
ready volunteered too much information for his 
own good, interjected, "May I make a statement-'" 
the Judge snapped at him, "You just be quiet, 
Sheriff." 

The obvious racism and partiality ot the 
Sheriff and the jurors he selects i? an essen- 
tial element of the legal ca>c and more import- 
antly, in making a liberal public understand 
the many reasons wh> it is impossible tor Black 


Panthers -- and especially Bobby Seale -- to 
receive a "fair trial." When the people demand 
"free Bobby Free Hr ieka free the New Haven 
Panthers" it must be made perfectly clear that 
the demand for their immediate freedom is solidly 
based on the tact that the system and the people 
who run it are so totally biased that a fair trial 
will never take place m New Haven, 

-30- 
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IMPORTANT UP-DATED INFORMATION ON NEW HAVEN 

MAY 1 DEMONSTRATION [Editors who can get this 
into their stories on time should include this 
item. Otherwise this is for your general infor- 
mation if you plan to come to New Haven] -- 

The New Haven Police Department has declared 
a 8:00 P M curfew m the city on May 1, 2, and 
3 . 

keep that m mind FREE THE NEW HAVEN PANTHERS 
OFF THE CURFEW' 




NO MORE NON -VIOLENCE AT STANFORD 

PALO ALTO, Cal. ^LNSj -- The Stanford University 
Administration declared an end to the illusion of 
non -violence on campus just after one am, on 
‘Friday, April 24 

At the imitation ot university authorities, 
fifty Santa Clara sheriff's deputies blitzed what 
probably win be one ot the last peaceful student 
sit-ins Slashing through a network of student 
look-outs , the cops surprised several hundred 
people who had non- violently seized an administra- 
tion building in an attempt to force Stanford to 
eliminate ROIC 

Several hours later, as a result of the fight- 
ing wiii.h s r dinned trom the cop invasion, $40,000 
wor r h of windows had been smashed, and a Ford Foun- 
dation • i manced t funk -tank located on Stanford 
land had h_ -n burned down 

Among the campus targets were the President's 
otfiv.o, the Hoover Institute ot War, Revolution 
and rua, the Business school, the student union, 
and the y ■ j iuv station Ihe Center tor the Advanced 
Mud) u : the Bella c * .. A a 1 .alienees was also attacked - 
it ib - :u ji T hc ■A'l.iiti; 'a major centers for the 
.'tudv ji od.on.vd domestic ^ juii t e i - 1 n s ur gen cy 
teeJin.queb and progiamr -30- 
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THE ROAD TO HONG KONG 


B \ Li ? E RAT i ON News Service 

HONG KONG (LNSj -- Hong Kong means ’’fragrant 
harbor” m Chinese It is a British crown colony, 
and a gateway to the People’s Republic of China, 
hhen movement photographer Larry Frank of 
Gr inner i , Iowa finally arrived m this city at the 
end of April, supposedly on his way to becoming 
the first American journalist m years to enter 
mainland China, he began to realize there was 
something fishy about his mission m Hong Kong. 

frank had applied several months before to 
the trade mission of People’s China in Ottawa, 

Canada, for permission to travel to China as a 
photographer representing radical America, 

Finally he received a letter postmarked Hong Kong 
from one ”Tsao Chia-Mmg” who claimed to be the 
coordinator of Hsinhua, the offical news agency 
of People’s China This is the letter Frank re- 
ceived, on plain stationery, along with a Hong 
Kong monetary note neatly sliced diagonally in 
half. 

Hong Kong, March 26, 1970 

Dear Mr Frank : 

Our Ottawa mission has forwarded your request 
of 21 January and we are gratified by your interest 
in witnessing our People’s Revolution. We are 
most pleased present circumstances permit your 
• 1 i and arc confident your travel will result 
n olographic evidence of vital interest to the 
j as*- os suffering under the yoke of imperialist 
<; ^cession 

Vou should appear at Travel Service Office, 

27 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong, on a day of 
the week, before 17 April 1970, Presentation of 
enclosed currency certificate will serve as 
credential for travel extension to mainland. 

Mainland expenses will be borne by your 
hosts, but it will be required you arrange for 
transport to Hong Kong for which you will be re- 
i rnbur sed 

Visit will be for 24 days and will include 
People’s communes, industrial complexes and 
organized conferences with officials of People’s 
government Insure to bring sufficient film and 
Lamer a equipment 

Your visit should be afforded no publicity 
and this announcement should be destroyed. No 
substitution or addition for this invitation is 
pe rm i t ted 

Ihe standard must be raised ever-higher! 

Fraternally for Peace, 

Tsao Chia-mmg (signed) 

Coord in at or (Hsinhua) 

Accepting the letter at face value, Prank 
i aped together the $1053 SO round-trip air fare 
io Hong Kong, and took off. When he eventually 


arrived at 27 Nathan Road in Kowloon, the 
possessor of half of a piece of Hong Kong 
currency as grade-B-movie-type identification, 
he discovered that in fact there is a China 
Travel Service that arranges travel to People* s 
China , 

However, no one there had ever written to 
Larry Frank , 

But they could, and did explain to him what 
had happened, and it had happened before. Frank’s 
original request for travel permission had gone 
not to the mission of the People’s Republic of 
China in Canada, but to the mission of the 
Republic of China -- Taiwan, the corrupt military 
dictatorship of Chiang-Kai-Shek , The Taiwan 
diplomats forwarded his request to -- the CIA? 
the Nationalist secret police? -- who sat down 
and engineered a way of rooking one young 
American sympathetic to the Chinese revolution 
out of a thousand dollars. 

Anyone interested in helping Larry recoup 
some of his loss can contact him c/o Vocations 
for Social Change, Canyon, Calif. 94516. 

-30- 
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STUDENTS AT ’’CONSERVATIVE” BOSTON COLLEGE 
STRIKE AGAINST ELITISM 
LIBERATION News Service 
BOSTON (LNS) -- Students at ’’conservative” 
Boston College have been on strike for a week 
and a half to protest a $500 tuition hike . 

Yesterday students at the Catholic church-run 
school voted down, 75% to 25%, a series of 
administration compromises and demanded that the 
strike continue. 

BC has traditionally escaped widespread 
militant action by students, but went too far 
with its attempt to become a ’’Catholic Harvard,” 
complete with highly paid faculty and fancy grad 
schools. This transformation is supposed to be 
financed by the present students, since 70% 
of the budget comes from tuition. 

On April 13, 400 dorm students held a 
spontaneous midnight march on the president's 
house. The next morning nicket lines went up at 
sixteen points on the campus. The few classes 
that met, including ROTC classes, were broken up 
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by a roving group with a bass drum, and all tests 
were disrupted- The administration is keeping 
its own building closed, to prevent a student 
takeover , 

The strike is led by the Student Congress , 
and a popularly elected negotiating committee 
that gets more radical as new elections are held. 
Campus radicals are holding liberation classes 
on Women’s Liberation, Marxism, and the class 
nature of the university. Student support for 
the strike rose when the president mentioned 
pressure from the Board of Directors (composed 
of executives from Boston Edison, the State 
Street Bank, the Church, and a former ClA agent) 
to get the strike over with. Radicals pointed 
out that those are the men who should be paying 
for everybody’s education, not creating an elite 
school - 
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HUEY NEKTON NOT ’’REHABILITATED” YET 
LIBERATION News Service 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif, (LNS) -- Huey P- 
Newton, co-founder and Minister of Defense of the 
Black Panther Party, has been denied parole by 
the California Adult Authority. Huey is now in 
his second year of a IS -year term for manslaughter 
m the shooting of an Oakland policeman who had 
shot him m the stomach. 

The Adult Authority is composed of middle- 
aged or older white businessmen or law enforce- 
ment officials chosen by the Governor for 16- 
year terms They are responsible to the Governor, 
who is the ex-officio head of the board Since 
they are political appointees, the decisions made 
by the Adult Authority are largely determined by 
the political climate in the state at the time 
decisions are made 

Huey’s case was reviewed at a meeting last 
week at the California Men’s Correction ! ± (CMC) 
facility m San Luis Obispo 

It was reported tha the parole board ’’noted 
Newton still refuses to perform routine tasks 
assigned to prisoners, and his privileges are 
restricted.” Huey has been in isolation, ana 
forbidden the use cr the nhrarv or exercise 


yards, since his confinement at CMC, because he 
refuses to work until prisoners are paid the 
State and federal minimum wage for the labor that 
they do, and until the work assignments given 
black and white prisoners are equalized - 

There have been numerous unsuccessful attempts 
to break Huey’s spirit, as well as efforts to 
antagonize him arid lure him into losing his cool 
so they can add more years to his sentence - 
Nothing can break fluey's spirit, he is in touch 
with the outsiae worid, and continues tc write on 
a variety of political topics, 

CMC official w are still denying all press 
except major Establishment daily newspapers the 
right to interview Huey. 

Two months ago his trial appeal was heard 
before the State Court, but there has been no 
decision as yet. His case will come before the 
parole board again in April 1971 -- if he’s 

still in jail then. 

-30- 

FT. LEWIS STOCKADERS HUNGER STRIKE 

SUPPORTS APRIL IS ANTI -WAR ACTIONS 

TaCOMA, Wash. (LNS) — Over 100 men in the 
Fort Lewis stockade boycotted meals in the stockade 
mess hail here April 15, They released the fol- 
lowing statement, 

”We oppose the use of American youth and re- 
sources to suppress the Vietnamese and other Third 
World peoples . 

”We also oppose the use of GIs to suppress the 
Latin American people m ’’ghetto pacification” 
and to break strikes like the recent postal workers’ 
strike. An army should serve the people, not suppres 
ana abuse them ” 

At the evening meai Major Jackson, the stockade 
commander, ordered the men to eat -- anyone who 
reiused was liable to a tive year sentence 

One casualty ot the demonstration was Pvt. Wade 
Carson, who was placed in solitary confinement. 
According t~ Major Jackson, Carbon was put in 
solitary tar two reasons. ij He { Carson j swept 
out a closet instead or mopping it when he was 
tom to ”cicari” it, and 2) He told a sergeant not to 
in ten apt hi = vO tivei s at i on with a lieutenant. 
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However, Carson’s lawyer, James Venasch, 
feels that Carson was suspected of organizing the 
food boycott. Carson's original arrest was 
political -- he is in the stockade on a five months 
sentence for attempting to distribute literature. 

As of this writing, Carson has been in 
solitary confinement for five days, and there 
are no signs of his imminent release. For further 
information contact The Shelter Half, Box 244, 
Tacoma, Wash. 98409 (206) GR 5-9875). 
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OPERATION MOVE-IN 
SEIZES CITY APARTMENTS 
By Anne Dockery 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Twenty-nine families are 
squatting in once-deserted City-owned apartments 
on New York's upper West Side. Black, Puerto 
Rican and poor white people who call themselves 
Operation Move-In have taken for themselves the 
housing that New York City has promised but never 
produced . 

Several community agencies, most of them 
city or 0E0 sponspored got together with members 
of the community in February and came up with 
the idea and in early April it went into effect. 
Enough people were found on the long lists of dis- 
satisfied tenants--some living in overcrowded con- 
ditions y others in unsafe apartments --who were 
willing to take the risk, to move into a city- 
owned apartment and stay there. In two weeks’ 
time, 148 people had moved in; a West Side Women's 
group started a day-care center in three deserted 
store fronts; and a community-run Head Start pro- 
gram moved into a roomy brownstone on 87th Street. 

The area between Amsterdam Avenue and Central 
Park West m the 80 's and 90 's is one of the city's 
urban renewal areas . For years the city has been 
buying out landlords and closing or destroying the 
buildings which leaves tenants to fend for them- 
selves or take their chances with one of the city's 
relocation programs . Private landlords have forced 
poor tenants out in order to cater to a higher-in- 
come bracket. In Mav of 1969, a letter written to 
Mavor Lindsay estimated that more than 16,000 


people (close to a quarter of the neighbor- 
hood's population) had been forced out of the 
area. The letter was politely answered; since 
then the numbers have gone up. 

Some of these city buildings are condemned; 
some in excellent condition are being "held" 
empty until the city can decide on a use for 
the space. Buildings will then be torn down 
for a public housing project, or more likely 
some other project that corresponds to the 
city's concept of an integrated middle-class 
community. Several of the housing projects 
are already built and others are going up, but 
most of the area is still made up of four 
and six storey buildings and brownstones, too 
many of them empty. 

The city's initial reaction to Operation 
Move-In was to send in the’ police. Days la- 
ter, when they realized the numbers involved, 
the extent to which Operation Move-In had 
spread and its potential to spread further, 
demolition crews were sent into the buildings 
to make the unoccupied apartments unliveable. 
The city calls this "anti -vandal ism" measures 
and sometimes "repairs 1 ," but either way, the 
only tools the men bring with them are sledge 
hammers and crow bars, which they use to smash 
sinks and toilets. 

The apartments vary in size, but most of 
them are quite large, five or seven rooms. 

The people now sqatting there suspect that the 
city may try to move some families out of their 
apartments on the pretext that they are not 
taking maximum advantage of the space. Opera- 
tion Move-In made it clear, however, that 
anyone who is moved out must have a city-sup- 
plied apartment to move into, and that the 
apartment a small family vacates will be 
filled by a larger family from their ever- 
growing waiting list . 

After two weeks. Operation Move- In came 
aboveground, realizing that their bargaining 
position was strong, and on Monday, April 20, 
the city sent its men to talk to the "leaders.*' 
The community's demands were simple, and were 
in fact nothing more than a call for immediate 
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fulfillment of the promises made to them years 
ago, slightly updated to fit the current condi- 
tions . 

These demands include. 

"Cease the search and destroy operation 
against community housing now being conducted by 
the West Side Urban Renewal office . 

"Maintain with proper services and repairs 
all apartments now occupied and all others to 
be made available. (Seme of the apartments are 
now without gas and electricity ) 

"Restore to liveability those available 
apartments which have been wrecked by the city. 

"Ail vacant apartments m city -owned struc- 
tures are to be viewed as community resources 
during this housing crisis arid made available to 
community residents 

"Halt all demolition m the West Side Urban 
Renewal Area until low-income housing is avail- 
able in the quantity necessary to relieve the 
acute West Side housing shortage 

The demands include similiar requests for the 
tenant’s day care center, which seemed to have 
community support from the start They are also 
demanding that the city give over some property 
on Amsterdam Avenue for a youth center. 

The city qualified its consent to housing 
demands with warnings that it would all take 
time. Some repairs have begun already m apart- 
ments now occupied. But at the same time, the 
sledge-hammer crews are making their rounds. 

Now that Operation Move -In is public knowl- 
edge, more famines have "applied" for apartments 
Despite the fact that the city has no obligation 
to repair the apartments m the near future, peo- 
ple are in fact moving m on their own. 

The city is requiring that all 29 families 
prove that they came from sub -standard housing, 
This won't be hard. One woman for example, 
was living m two basement rooms with five 
children. The people on the waiting list and 
the people who came into the community housing 
offices have the same sad stories tu tcii lhe> 
have nothing to lose and much to gam In mo, mg 
into a city -owned building A statement issued 
by the people m this community at rumen th,.t 


"Every person has a right to remain m a com- 
munity where he or she has roots, family, friends, 
associations, near to one’s job- -without being 
uprooted for another person’s profit,” 

The people m Operation Move-In consider their 
apartments their homes, they axe working to fix 
up the buildings and to rebuild the community that 
the city was taking away from them. They have a 
lot of work ahead, but the struggle is well on 
its way and the neopie are together - -they have 
to be . 

-30- 


REaGaN BLOODBATH BEGINS IN BERKELEY COURTS 
BERKELEY (LNS)--The Berkeley courts have 
responded to the anti-ROTC action of April 15- 
1/ by seating bail in excess of a half million 
dollars for the 90 brothers and sisters arrested. 
Eighteen of the people arrested are still 
waiting in Santa Rita prison for their bail to 
be met One has been m pain and without medical 
attention for his broken leg for the last week. 
Others have been beaten. One man who went into 
shock after a series of beatings has been re- 
leased, and is still hospitalized. 

Contributions to the bail fund may be 
sent to the People's Park Legal Defense Committee, 
1925 Grove Street, Berkeley, California 94704. 
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POEM 


No, 

1 don ’ t 
1 augh 
at death. 

It’s j ust 
that 1 'rn 

not afraid to die 

among 

birds 

an d trees 


--by Javier Ileraud, a member oi the Peruvian 
Army of National Liberation, who was shot to 
death in 1965, in the middle of the river 
Mad re de Dios 
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EARTHQUAKE AND REVOLT IN SICILY 

By Sandro Lombardim 
Colletivo CR 

TURIN, Italy (LNS) -- The Belice Valley is 
located in the barren mountains of western Sicily. 
Two years ago an earthquake rumbled through the 
valley. Twenty-five towns and villages were 
shattered. Today half of the region’s population 
of 200,000 lives m "barrache" -- prefab huts 
whose roofs leak in the rain. These shacks are 
ovens in the scorching heat of summer, deep- 
freezes in the dead of winter. They daily take 
on the menacing appearance of permanent housing. 

And in the middle of natural catastrophe, the 
Italians in the Belice Valley are also plagued by 
bureaucracy and the contradictions of capitalism. 

But the local people are not sitting idly in 
the sun that bakes Sicily. "More than two years 
have passed since the earthquake," declares a 
group of Belice protestors, "but not one brick has 
been laid, and the government’s ’development 
project’ is yet to be seen." In response, the 
young people of the valley got together and deci- 
ded to refuse induction into the Italian army as 
a response to the callousness of the government. 

The group gathered the signatures of 2,300 
young men who vowed to resist the draft. So far 
the government has said nothing It is more will- 
ing to let things go, than to face a major con- 
frontation in this tense period 

The government is unwilling to face a show- 
down, but a crisis situation is brewing anyway. 

A student from the small town of Vito describes 
his world: 

"Each and every year, the whole valley is 
robbed of a total of ten billion lire through the 
exportation of agricultural products like grapes, 
olives, walnuts, artichokes, milk and wheat They 
are all processed somewhere else. We lose billions 
more -- a total of 100 billion lire has been taken 
from us over the past ten years " 

"Besides," he added, "all the banks and in- 
surance companies just take the people’s savings 
and deposits ami give them to the big industries 
and enterprises up north That's where all the 
savings of all the peasants or small crafts people 
go, and that what happens to all the money the emi- 


grants send back home We figure it adds up to 
about 200 billion lire over a ten-year period-” 

Every year, thousands of workers leave the 
dusty Sicilian valley for more lucrative jobs up 
north -- but even the extra money they make up 
there and send home for "deposit" gets re-used by 
the capitalists for their own profit. The "value" 
of each worker is estimated at 20 million lire; 
with 30,000 people gone in ten years, that makes 
a total of 600 billion lire gone up to the huge 
industrial complexes of Northern Italy, Switzerland 
and Germany 

It took an earthquake for the Government to 
think about channeling some of that money back into 
the Valley, About 185 billion lire were slated for 
"reconstruction" in the Belice region. But even if 
new housing is ever built, thousands of workers 
will still have to head north -- because even on 
construction projects, all the skilled labor must 
be imported. The people of Belice have been de- 
prived of skill as well as their own labor. 

Piamficazione Siciliana (Planning for Sicily), 
a local militant paper, says, "One must always keep 
in mind that the economic development of an afflu- 
ent territory is always the result of the effort of 
that area’s populace plus the toil of people in in- 
digent areas." In short, that is imperialism. And 
the indigent people get almost nothing m return - 
But they are beginning to move- In Partanna, 
a town of more than 13,000 inhabitants, almost all 
of the people have refused to pay their electric 
bills Assemblies are regularly held in the "bar- 
rache" slums to organize mass tax evasion At 
Santa Marghenta, people are returning their bills 
"To the sender," In Roccamena, the government was 
forced to shut down the tax office, a setback the 
authorities suffered after a popular assembly con- 
demned the government and local authorities As a 
result of the assembly, mere than a thousand people 
signed a statement declaring: 

"In all the world we have worked as builders; 
now wc want to build a new world through the effort 
of our own land- We don't want charity, but we 
demand to be allowed to. 

-- bull d the houses and the dams that we need, 
-- build industry, roads, develop reforestation. 
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-- secure schools and hospitals for the people, 
-- give our children an education, 

-- enhance the productive capacity of our land, 
-- live as free men and women. 

Who tries to stop us is a murderer.” 
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SEATTLE MOVEMENT GROWS, AND THE MAN COMES DOWN 
LIBERATION News Service 

SEATTLE (LNS) -- A strong city-wide radical 
movement, named the Seattle Liberation Front and 
organized into more than a dozen collectives, has 
brought the turbulent reality of the 1970s to the 
Pacific Northwest- 

Adopting militant tactics, but always rela- 
ting to the day-to-day needs of local people, the 
Seattle Liberation Front has found itself at the 
front of mass actions involving thousands of people, 
time after time 

Its leaders now find themselves facing trials 
on serious conspiracy charges. When a movement 
makes headway, the Man cracks down. 

Among the Seattle Liberation Front f s specific 
accomplishments : 

*•■»■ a series of demonstrations on anti-militar- 
ism (this is the home of Boeing), anti-racism, 
and m support of women's liberation, 

++ a TDA action on Feb. 17, involving 2,000 
young people in an attack on the Federal courthouse, 
banks and the Federal office building (damage in 
the tens of thousands of dollars). 

++ a student strike including an alliance 
with the Black Student Union at the University of 
Washington, focusing on severing ties with 
Brigham Young University and involving 3,000 stu- 
dents in rallies and demonstrations. 

++ A free food program, providing meals 
daily for 80 street people 

++ Free hot breakfast for the people (mostly 
laid-off workers from Boeing) who wait on early- 
morning food stamp lines. 

+* rock concerts almost every weekend, 

A Federal Grand Jury came down with an indict- 
ment April 16 Eight members of the Front were 
charged with conspiracy to do damage to Federal 
property in excess of $100, a crime carrying a 


possible 10-year jail term- The defendants are 
Chip Marshall, Joe Kelly, Jeff Dowd, Michael 
Abeles, Susan Stern, Michael Lerner, Mike Justenson, 
and Roger Lippman -- most of them experience^ SDS 
activists Six of the eight were also charged with 
conspiracy to cross state lines with intent to riot 
-- the same charge that the Conspiracy Seven were 
acquitted of in Chicago 

The defendants were being released on $5,000 
bail , Legal defense aid and any communications 
may be sent to Seattle Liberation Front, c/o Chip 
Marshall, 2815 NE 105 St., Seattle, Wash., phone 
206-LA-4-9180 - 
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TERROR IN BRAZIL: A DOSSIER -- PAMPHLET AVAILABLE 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- A documentary collection 
containing detailed information about the political 
crisis m Brazil -- with the brutal facts about 
political prisoners and torture -- has been pub- 
lished for the first time in the U<S, Entitled 
"Terror in Brazil," the pamphlet is available 
from the American Committee for Information on 
Brazil, P t 0, Box 1091, New York, N U Y 10027. 

To obtain a copy of the dossier, write to the 
above address. Contributions to defray the costs 
of printing and mailing are voluntary. 
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ALTERNATIVE RADIO GATHERING SET FOR VERMONT IN JUNE 
PLAINFIELD, Vt . (LNS) -- The First Gathering 
of the Alternative Media Project -- concentrating 
on independent FM radio operations -- will meet 
on the campus of Goddard College here June 17-20- 
For further information, write Alternative Media 
Project, Plainfield, Vt . 05667, or call collect, 
802-454-8311, ext 341. 
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GULF OIL PAMPHLET AVAILABLE 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- A pamphlet exposing the 
rule of the Gulf Oil Co. m southern Africa has 
been published by the Committee of Returned 
Volunteers. To obtain a copy, write to CRV, 

Africa Committee, 65 Irving PI • , New York NY 10003, 
send SOc toward postage and printing costs. 
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